MONTAIGNE   IN  THE  TOWER

present condition, to pray God for a contented
spirit.

The employments suitable to the solitary life
are such as bring with them neither pain nor
weariness. The care of a house and lands was
found by Montaigne, upon trial of it, to be vexa-
tious; but a mean, he thinks, can be discovered
between sordid absorption in such business and
entire neglect. Nor would he employ his leisure
in the pursuit of literary fame; this is to quit the
world in order to return to it in a roundabout
fashion, or to step back in order to gain the im-
petus for a forward leap. The religious solitary
is far more reasonable in his aims. Of his wisdom
and his joy Montaigne speaks not in the phrases
of official pietism, but with an ardour which, if
only that of a mobile imagination, is yet genuine
in its kind, and remarkable in its degree. The
object of the solitary in religion is God, an object
infinite in goodness and power; the soul, enjoy-
ing entire liberty, finds that which can satisfy all
its desires; afflictions and griefs are turned to
gains. For the expectation of an eternal, blessed
life our transitory pleasures may be well aban-
doned : " He who can really and constantly in-
flame his soul with the glow of this living faith
and hope creates for himself in solitude a
voluptuous and delicious life beyond what Is
proper to any other kind of existence."
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